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Health Checks I.

A\Iorrs,pec[]‘icAclinical signs (important to
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/ABody Condition Score
AHydration
APosture & Gait
ANeight Assessment

AAppetite



Health Checks

ASpecific clinical signs
AHead and NeckEENT/Mouth)
ATrunkand Limbs (INTEG, M/S, BPLN
AThorax (Respiratory)
AAbdomen (ABPD
AExternal Genitalia and Perineum



Body Condition Score

The body condition can be evaluated by using i (\%) ﬁ,
standardized scoring system from 1(emaciated v

to 5 (obese)
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A BC1 = Requires immediate euthanasia Ve
A BC 2 = Requires veterinary consultation
A BC 3 = Perfect! |
A BC 4 = Over feeding? Disease? Wrong diet? BT v
A BC 5 = Obese.
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Dehydration |

ADehydratiolth & Sy O2 dzy i S N®Dédy 6 K .
fluids are low.

Alt is mostfrequently due to a problems with the
water delivery.

AWhendehydrated the skin on the back of the neck
will tent up and stay like that gulled gently and
then released.



Severe Dehydration?

Hairless Rhino
Normal phenotype for this strain



Posture |.

AMain complaint by staff is that the animal is
ADR (ai not -ldosisickgor r i ght )
depressed.

AUsually, rodents will present with a
hunched posture (head down, feet close
together) when in pain or feeling ill and will
not move.



Posture - examples

ANormal Posture

AHunched




Body Weight |

AAcute weight loss:

Aalways check the water bottle first. A rodent that
does not drink will stop eating too.

ACheck for presence of food
Alndication of disease

AChronic weight loss:
Alndication of disease or distress
AOther causes:
ATeeth
AStudy Protocol related
AAge



Head and Neck



HarderianGland |

ANearly encircles the globe,

occupies theorbit, Harderian Gland
horseshoe shapedunction Porphyrin
as alubricant. e
Hypersecretion
* caused by stress :
* ‘red tears'

AHolocrineand apocrine
function

ASecreteorphyrinin
excessive amounts
(chromodaeryorrheawhen
the animal is stressed.




Porphyrinstaining

ARat with M.pulmonisinfection.




Mouse- blepharoconjunctivitis |

ABarrier mice with
Staphylococcal abscesses

AStaphylococcus sgpreads
easilytherfore staff must
follow stricthusbandry
procedures




Rabbit- Snuffles

ARabbit withPasteurellosis
(Pasteurellamultocidg)




Rabbit- Myxomatosis

AEndemidn brush rabbit
(Sylvilagudachman) in US,
Oryctolagugparticularly
susceptible often develop
fatal disease numerous
mucinous skin lesions

ATransmissionFleas,
mosquitoes, & direct contact




Rabbit(Shope fibroma virus |

ATransmissibléo
Oryctolagusand cottontalls

ABenign seltlimiting in
wildlife population
ATramsmissionArthropods




RabbitTreponematosis

ARabbitSyphillis
ATreponemaparaluiscuniculi




Rabbit- Buphthalmia

AOccurs most frequently in NZW, d
Inherited as an autosomal recessive |
trait with incomplete penetrance

AEye enlargement is first evident by 3 |
5 months of age due to absence or
underdevelopment of the outflow
channels for agueous humor from
the anterior chamber




Ratc Corneal lesion

ASusceptibility of rats to corneal
lesions followinganesthesia with
KetamineXylazinegCombinations




Mousec Cataract

ACataracts are a clouding of the ler~
of the eye, and make theye
appearcloudy and white.

AThereis no indication of pain,
discharge, or sensitivity to light.

AOldanimals commonly develop
cataracts but some strains hage
genetictendency to develop them
at a young age.




Mousec¢ Microphtalmia

ASome strains of mice (especiall
C57BL) have a genetendency
to be born with a very small eye
globe (icrophthalmig or no
eye globganophthalmig.
ATheeyelid slit is still present but |
remains closed since there is
little or no eye globe behind.it

AMicrophthalmiamay be e
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bright lights



https://database.riken.jp/sw/pic/en/crib16s27rib16s2i/

Psoroptes cuniculi (Rabbit Ear Mite)

ANonburrowing mite; psoroptic mange,
ear mange, ear canker, or otoacariasis

Alnner surfaces of external ear, pruritic [
scratching, head shaking, pain, self
mutilation

ACrusty exudate accumulates in ears
over lesions, can become quite
extensive & thick




Ectoparasites - Hamsters
AMites
ACausesNotoedressp.
AClinical signs:
AFemale: affects only the ears

AMale: lesions observed on the
nose, genitalia, tail and feet




Dermatophytes

ALesions are seen most often in
young3d & laidr{Had Igkpexigally
predisposed, malnourished, or
living In unsanitary or stressful
conditions

ATransmission: Contact w/ spores
from the animal or on fomites

Alncubation period : 42 days

AZOONOTIC




Rabbit - Dewlap




Abscesses

APseudomoniasié.aeruginosi

AHosts¢ mice, rats, rabbits, NHP,
human.

AUsuallynot pathogenic unless
Immunosuppressed (irradiation,
cortisone administration, burn
studies)

AUbiquitousorganism in environment
¢ commensal of the oropharynkx,
upper respiratory tract, and GIT.
Found in water bottles and automatic Retroorbital abscesses
watering systems.

ATransmissiorg, direct contact,
Ingestion, fomites, human carriers
(esp. ungloved hands)




Abscesses

\

APasteurellosigP.pneumotropicd ¢ opportunistic
pathogen

Alnfectionusually asymptomatic

AAssociatedvith suppurativeand exudative lesions of the
eye, conjunctiva, skin, mammary gland, especially in
Immunodeficientmice.

Retro-orbital abscesses



Swelling

ASialodacryoadenitigirus (coronavirus)

Cervical swelling



Rat- Malocclusion

Incisors grow continuously

[ 'y NBadzZ 0 Ay 2I3SNHNR. za A




Rabbit¢ Peg Teeth




Rabbit- Malocclusion

A Most common inherited disease of
domesticrabbits (autosomaiecessive
trait omp/ mpe with incomplete
penetrance)

A Normally, lower incisors occlude with
the large upper incisors and the peg
teeth

A Grow over 20cmyr

A Problem occurs if the maxilla is short
relative to a mandible of normal length

A Overgrowth of the premolar and molar
teeth occurs less frequently




Dentition Rat- Ameliogenesis
Imperfecta I.

A Underdevelopmenbf enameiforming ameloblasts
A Inherited through autosomal single recessive gearai)



Dentition- Hamsters

Parvovirus

Causes disease in suckling anc i
weanling hamsters

Marked discoloration,
malformation and absence of
INCISOrS




Hamstersg Cheek Pouch




Hamstersg Cheek Pouch




