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I. Introduction 
 
This document presents Division of Research (DoR) data for Fiscal Year 2009-2010 (FY 
2010) and focuses on two areas.  In Section II, we present an overview of performance 
regarding research awards, facilities and administrative costs (F&A), and research grant 
applications.  In Section III, we provide an update and summary of several key DoR 
initiatives that represent ongoing efforts aimed at improving research support to faculty 
and addressing needs associated with the growing breadth and quality of the research 
enterprise at FIU. 
 
II. Overview of Awards, Applications, and F&A 
 
For this report we provide data on research awards for FY 2009-2010 (FY 2010). Data on 
research expenditures for FY 2010 will be provided in the next Finance and Audit 
Committee report, since those data are not available until the NSF report (due to the 
NSF each February) is completed during the fall. We expect research expenditures to 
once again surpass the $100 million mark for FY 2010. 
 
The data presented in Table 1 compares awards received during FY 2008-2009 (FY 2009) 
with those received in FY 2010 by unit (academic and/or administrative).  Total amount 
received in grants during FY 2010 totaled $100,521,743.  In addition to representing a 
13.22% increase from the previous fiscal year, it is also the first time we have exceeded 
$100 million in research awards. Moreover, this increase in research awards is on the 
heels of a 22% increase during FY 2009.  Finally, the University also received gifts for 
research with a value of $960,416. 
 
In reporting research awards on Table 1, we have adopted a standard practice of giving 
credit for research awards across the multiple units that may be involved in a particular 
project. Thus, for example, grants awarded to faculty in Centers and Institutes are also 
credited to the faculty member’s home college.  For instance, the total amount of awards 
received by the International Hurricane Research Center (IHRC) is reflected in the total 
for Academic Affairs, but that same amount is divided between the College for Arts and 
Sciences (CAS) and the College of Business Administration (CBA), according to the 
college to which the Principal Investigator (PI) belongs.  The same situation applies to 
CRUSADA; the center is under Academic Affairs, but the PI is affiliated with the Robert 
Stempel College of Public Health and Social Work (RSCPHSW). It is important to note 
that this practice of giving “double” credit is not reflected in the calculation of the total amount 
of awards. 
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Figure 1 presents the changes in new awards for each of the colleges.  Overall, awards 
for colleges/schools increased by 34.8%, from $67.5M to $90.98M.  The College of 
Nursing and Health Sciences (CNHS) experienced a 241.4% increase in awards during 
FY 2010 when compared with FY 2009.  Significant increases were those for the College 
of Law (CoL) with a 96.9% increase, the School of Hospitality and Tourism 
Management (SHTM) with a 74.7% increase, the Herbert Wertheim College of Medicine 
(HWCoM) which experienced a 48.9% increase, and the College of Education (CoE) 
with an increase of 34.4%.  The three largest colleges in terms of sponsored research also 
had notable increases during FY 2010:  RSCPHSW increased by 78.5%, the College of 
Arts and Sciences (CAS) had an increase of 24.7%, and the College of Engineering & 
Computing (CEC) had an increase of 22.8%.  There were two colleges with decreases in 
grant awards:  the College of Architecture + the Arts (CARTA) and the School of 
Journalism and Mass Communication (SJMC), with 71.2% and 88.8% decreases 
respectively.    
 
Figure 2 presents the average award F&A rate by college or school.  The overall F&A 
rate for new awards has been steadily increasing (from 15.8% in FY 2005 to 20.6% in FY 
2010)1. This indicates we are close to our goal of maintaining an overall rate that is 50% 
of the full rate (44% in FY 2010), which is standard for research universities. Notable 
points on Figure 2 are the high F&A rates for HWCoM (38.6%) and RSCPHSW (28.4%). 
This is to be expected given the likelihood of obtaining funding from NIH, which tends 
to carry the full F&A rate. On the other hand, CNHS has a substantially lower F&A rate 
(10.3%), which reflects that large portions of its research funding consists of training 
grants, which tend to carry lower F&A rates (5-10%). The rate of 20.1% for CAS is 
remarkable given the wide range of fields in the College; many of which (Humanities, 
Political Science, etc.) receive research funding from entities that do not allow any F&A 
or reduced F&A rates. 
 
Awards received by Centers, Institutes and Museums are presented by unit in Table 2. 
There was a 29.5% decline in awards in this category, representing $12 million less in 
awards compared to the prior year. This decline is represented by two Centers (Center 
for the Administration of Justice and the International Hurricane Research Center) that 
received two large one-time awards the prior year.   In terms of increases, the largest 
ones were for the Jack D. Gordon Institute for Public Policy and Citizenship Studies 
(898.2%), the Center for Labor Research and Studies (173.5%), the Institute for Public 
Management and Community Service (145%), CIARA (124.15), and CRUSADA 
(118.8%).   
 
Table 3 illustrates the distribution of new research awards by three categories: Federal, 
State, and Private/Other.  Note that the majority of grant awards continue to be from 

                                                 
1
  F&A has increased from 15.8% in FY 2005, to 16.9% in FY2007, to 17.87% in FY 2008, to 19.24% in 2009, 

to 20.61% in FY 2010. 
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federal sources. While the increase in the proportion of federally funded grants (from 
72% to 90%) is partially related to ARRA funding, we continue to have significant 
increases in non-ARRA funding from the NIH, NSF, and USAID.  
 
Table 4 presents the funding value of applications submitted by colleges.  The amount 
of funding requested during FY 2010 increased by 44%, compared to FY 2009.  The 
average funding requested per application has also increased, given that the actual 
number of applications declined by 2% (from 776 to 760). The very high increase in 
requested amount of funding is partially attributable to large grant applications 
associated with ARRA. 
 
Table 5 presents the same information on applications submitted for centers and 
institutes.   Overall, the funding values of applications increased by 66.02%, which is 
higher than the total for the University (44%—see Table 4).   
 
III. Initiatives Update 

 
In this section, we provide an update and summary of several key DoR initiatives 
aimed at improving research support to faculty and growing the breadth and quality of 
the research enterprise at FIU. 
 
1) Centralized Support for Grant Applications – The process for submissions of grant 

applications will be converted to an electronic system. As part of this initiative, 
personnel from the DoR will be deployed to the Colleges to provide support for 
researchers in the preparation and submission of grants. The goal is to allow the 
researchers to dedicate more of their time and effort to the science. The 
deployment of DoR staff will allow the colleges to focus their support on the more 
specialized needs of the researchers. Through this initiative, we will have DoR 
support at the BBC for the first time. Personnel will be trained in the new system 
during the fall semester; deployment of the new system will be begin in January 
2011, and will be completed by June 30, 2011. 
 

2) IRB and IACUC Electronic System – As research grows throughout the University, 
and new areas of research grow in the Herbert Wertheim College of Medicine and 
the other colleges focusing on health-related research, there will be a need for 
increased infrastructure, including addressing compliance needs, in areas 
pertaining to the conduct of research with human and animal subjects, including 
biological safety. Therefore, the DoR has embarked in an initiative to have in place 
an electronic system addressing management and overview of human subject and 
animal research. This new system will be fully deployed and functional by June 30, 
2011. 
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3) Designation of Core Research Facilities - As the two initiatives described above 
illustrate, the University is aggressively pursuing the expansion of the research 
enterprise. This has included building new state-of-the-art laboratory facilities in 
the new Academic Health Complex (AHC) III or the CNHS Building, as well as 
extensive laboratory facilities and animal care facilities in the new Science 
Classroom Building and the AHC IV or RSCPHSW Building (both expected to be 
completed in 2012). As part of the process, we are embarking on the designation 
and planning for maintenance and operation of Core Research Facilities. These are 
facilities that are shared by multiple researchers across disciplines. By developing 
a coordinated financial and operational management plan, the facilities will be 
operating with greater efficiency. We expect to have established criteria for the 
creation of Core Research Facilities and to have a system in place for their 
operation and upkeep by June 30, 2011. 
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Table 1:  Comparison of Awards Received 

College/Division 
July 2008 - June 2009 July 2009 - June 2010 % 

change Direct F&A Total Direct F&A Total 

Academic Affairs (AA) $16,643,950 $2,402,104 $19,046,054 $7,997,609 $1,793,351 $9,790,960 -48.6% 

College of Architecture & the Arts (CARTA) $346,815 $4,346 $351,161 $101,155 $0 $101,155 -71.2% 

College of Arts & Sciences (CAS) * $27,258,238 $5,923,915 $33,182,153 $34,462,592 $6,914,341 $41,376,933 24.7% 

College of Business Administration (CBA) * $862,483 $52,325 $914,808 $885,122 $126,065 $1,011,187 10.5% 

College of Education (CoE) $3,536,608 $302,048 $3,838,656 $4,802,842 $355,379 $5,158,221 34.4% 

College of Engineering & Computing (CEC) $12,767,325 $2,695,663 $15,462,988 $15,706,581 $3,283,647 $18,990,228 22.8% 

College of Law (CoL) $286,431 $0 $286,431 $564,050 $0 $564,050 96.9% 

College of Nursing & Health Sciences (CNHS) $855,049 $158,235 $1,013,284 $3,136,815 $322,106 $3,458,921 241.4% 

Division of Student Affairs (SA) $1,635,302 $90,551 $1,725,853 $1,497,709 $113,835 $1,611,544 -6.6% 

Division of University Advancement (UA) $86,402 $0 $86,402 $0 $0 $0 N/A 

Herbert Wertheim College of Medicine (HWCoM) $2,302,133 $813,866 $3,115,999 $3,348,179 $1,290,739 $4,638,918 48.9% 

Robert Stempel College of Public Health & Social 

Work (RSCPHSW) * 
$6,902,079 $1,756,995 $8,659,074 $12,036,430 $3,422,705 $15,459,135 78.5% 

School of Hospitality & Tourism Management 
(SHTM) 

$90,750 $0 $90,750 $158,537 $0 $158,537 74.7% 

School of Journalism & Mass Communication 
(SJMC) 

$471,677 $108,690 $580,367 $53,812 $11,386 $65,198 -88.8% 

UTS/CIARA $1,016,723 $85,158 $1,101,881 $393,647 $74,699 $468,346 -57.5% 

TOTAL $74,459,883 $14,325,263 $88,785,146 $83,345,210 $17,176,533 $100,521,743 13.2% 

The effective/average F&A rate 19.2% 20.6%   

 

* The following are NOT reflected in the ―TOTAL‖ above, but are included in the respective colleges, thus ―double counted.‖ 

 

 FY 2008-2009 Total FY 2009-2010 Total 

Included in AA (IHRC) and CAS $143,998 $841,215 

Included in AA (IHRC) and CBA $497,508 $506,010   

Included in AA (CRUSADA) and RSCPHSW $29,209 $98,4365   
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Table 2:  Comparison of Awards Received by Centers, Institutes, Museums 

College/Division 
July 2008 - June 2009 July 2009 - June 2010 

% 

change Direct F&A Total Direct F&A Total 

Academic Affairs             

Applied Research Center (ARC) $5,935,730 $2,067,538 $8,003,268 $4,059,772 $1,074,785 $5,134,557 -35.8% 

CRUSADA* $1,448,305 $474,439 $1,922,744 $3,100,511 $1,106,826 $4,207,337 118.8% 

Int’l Hurricane Research Center (IHRC) $8,899,690 $265,055 $9,164,745 $1,263,531 $292,939 $1,556,470 -83.0% 

Wolfsonian $1,043,881 $13,251 $1,057,132 $912,456 $15,000 $927,456 -12.3% 

College of Architecture + the Arts             

Frost Art Museum $193,729 $0 $193,729 $142,133 $0 $142,133 -26.6% 

College of Arts & Sciences             
Center for Administration of Justice (CAJ) $5,324,209 $1,175,791 $6,500,000 $1,711,882 $342,746 $2,054,628 -68.4% 

Center for Labor Research and Studies 

(CLRS) 
$121,911 $12,089 $134,000 $337,644 $28,844 $366,488 173.5% 

Center for Transnational & Comparative 

Studies (CTCS) 
$158,125 $9,249 $167,374 $131,046 $9,173 $140,219 -16.2% 

Institute for Public Management and 

Community Service 
$123,313 $14,837 $138,150 $310,337 $28,187 $338,524 145.0% 

International Forensic Research Institute 

(IFRI) 
$367,392 $85,760 $453,152 $148,681 $45,990 $194,671 -57.0% 

Jack D. Gordon Institute for Public Policy & 

Citizenship Studies 
$13,889 $1,111 $15,000 $139,654 $10,080 $149,734 898.2% 

Latin American and Caribbean Center 

(LACC) 
$2,526,353 $265,299 $2,791,652 $2,911,619 $384,417 $3,296,036 18.1% 

Metropolitan Center $502,808 $126,060 $628,868 $200,883 $43,969 $244,852 -61.1% 

Southeast Environmental Research Center 

(SERC) 
$5,293,306 $1,100,017 $6,393,323 $7,097,230 $1,492,875 $8,590,105 34.4% 

Women's Studies Center $263,886 $26,389 $290,275 $0 $0 $0 N/A 

College of Engineering & Computing             

Center for Diversity in Engineering & 

Computing 
$727,177 $69,862 $797,039 $828,119 $82,159 $910,278 14.2% 

Telecommunications & Information 

Technology Institute 
$594,588 $95,884 $690,472 $0 $0 $0 N/A 
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Table 2:  Comparison of Awards Received by Centers, Institutes, Museums 

College/Division 
July 2008 - June 2009 July 2009 - June 2010 

% 

change Direct F&A Total Direct F&A Total 

College of Education             

Center for Urban Education and Innovation 

(CUEI) 
$431,310 $58,692 $490,002 $126,133 $32,164 $158,297 -67.7% 

Division of Research               

MBRS: Minority Biomedical Research 

Support Program 
$129,122 $10,329 $139,451 $89,017 $7,121 $96,138 -31.1% 

Division of Student Affairs               

Children's Creative Learning Center (CCLC) $223,529 $17,530 $241,059 $0 $0 $0 N/A 

Victim Advocacy Center (VAC) $14,015 $1,402 $15,417 $0 $0 $0 N/A 

School of Journalism & Mass Communication             

Institute for Public Opinion Research (IPOR) $217,969 $56,744 $274,713 $48,261 $9,943 $58,204 -78.8% 

International Media Center (IMC) $203,708 $51,946 $255,654 $5,551 $1,443 $6,994 -97.3% 

University Technology Services           

CIARA: Center for Internet Augmented 

Research 
$68,067 $28,814 $96,881 $162,574 $54,517 $217,091 124.1% 

Total $34,826,012 $6,028,088 $40,854,100 $23,727,034 $5,063,178 $28,790,212 -29.5% 

Effective F&A rate 17.3% 21.3%   

 

* Includes $1,893,535 and $2,859,222 credited to the School of Social Work for FY 2008-2009 and 2009-2010, respectively. 
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Table 3:  Awards by Sponsor Type 

July 2008 - June 2009 

Funding Source Awarded Direct Costs Awarded F&A Awarded Total Percent 

Federal Government $51,117,263   $12,736,792 $63,854,055  71.92% 

State & Local Government $16,245,503   $1,107,833 $17,353,336  19.55% 

Private / Other Sources $7,097,117   $480,638 $7,577,755  8.53% 

TOTAL  $74,459,883  $ 14,325,263  $88,785,146 100.00% 

July 2009 – June 2010 

Federal Government $66,127,709   $ 15,128,133  $81,255,842  80.83% 

State & Local Government $7,564,578   $ 1,063,190  $8,627,768  8.58% 

Private / Other Sources $9,652,923   $985,210  $10,638,133  10.58% 

TOTAL $83,345,210  $17,176,533   $100,521,743  100.00% 
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Table 4:  Comparison of Applications Submitted by Colleges 

College/School/Center/Division 
July 2008 - June 2009 July 2009 - June 2010 % 

change Direct F&A Total Direct F&A Total 

Academic Affairs  $19,723,108  $5,292,199  $25,015,307  $68,585,156  $15,578,393  $84,163,549  236% 

College of Architecture & the Arts  $289,902  $15,389  $305,291  $304,199  $19,603  $323,802  6% 

College of Arts & Sciences  $72,098,748  $18,239,763  $90,338,511  $108,261,471  $20,483,097  $128,744,568  43% 

College of Business Administration  $115,686  $38,566  $154,252  $2,141,727  $336,578  $2,478,305  1507% 

College of Education  $14,438,276  $1,316,946  $15,755,222  $15,560,299  $1,865,696  $17,425,995  11% 

College of Engineering & Computing  $76,255,445  $18,424,512  $94,679,957  $114,863,639  $27,764,539  $142,628,178  51% 

College of Law  $318,755  $0  $318,755  $614,751  $0  $614,751  93% 

College of Nursing & Health 
Sciences  

$10,536,381  $3,834,275  $14,370,656  $7,396,229  $1,973,922  $9,370,151  -35% 

Division of Student Affairs  $659,935  $36,225  $696,160  $2,722,126  $430,050  $3,152,176  353% 

Herbert Wertheim College of 
Medicine  

$13,012,245  $4,498,781  $17,511,026  $11,918,886  $4,440,635  $16,359,521  -7% 

Robert Stempel College of Public 
Health & Social Work  

$52,906,767  $18,785,343  $71,692,110  $54,427,654  $17,950,893  $72,378,547  1% 

School of Hospitality & Tourism 
Management  

$195,750  $0  $195,750  $84,000  $0  $84,000  -57% 

School of Journalism & Mass 
Communication  

$40,868  $7,152  $48,020  $6,637,754  $1,560,078  $8,197,832  16972% 

UTS/CIARA  $10,506,398  $2,880,314  $13,386,712  $8,865,092  $972,739  $9,837,831  -27% 

TOTAL $271,098,264 $73,369,465 $344,467,729 $402,382,983  $93,376,223 $495,759,206 44% 

Effective/average F&A rate 27.06% 23.21%  
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Table 5:  Comparison of Applications Submitted by Centers, Institutes, Museums 

College/Division 
July 2008 - June 2009 July 2009 - June 2010 % 

change Direct F&A Total Direct F&A Total 

Academic Affairs  

Applied Research Center (ARC)  $9,039,001  $2,927,087  $11,966,088  $34,156,070  $12,413,459  $46,569,529  289.18% 

CRUSADA: Center for Research on US Latino 
AIDS/HIV/Drug Abuse  

$6,041,799  $2,114,571  $8,156,370  $4,620,343  $1,940,298  $6,560,641  -19.56% 

Frost Art Museum  $279,070  $0  $279,070  $375,875  $13,858  $389,733  39.65% 
International Hurricane Research Center 
(IHRC)  

$1,065,788  $171,831  $1,237,619  $4,759,755  $707,751  $5,467,506  341.78% 

MBRS-RISE $0  $0  $0  $600,000  $270,000  $870,000  N/A 
The Wolfsonian  $2,904,191  $23,655  $2,927,846  $1,071,231  $65,544  $1,136,775  -61.17% 

College of Arts & Sciences  

Center for Administration of Justice  $1,444,852  $508,232  $1,953,084  $6,684,497  $956,821  $7,641,318  291.24% 

Center for Labor Research and Studies (CLRS)  $152,030  $13,970  $166,000  $400,755  $22,923  $423,678  155.23% 
Institute for Asian Studies (IAS)  $170,791  $7,243  $178,034  $173,483  $13,184  $186,667  4.85% 
Institute for Judaic Studies & Near Eastern 
Studies 

$49,961  $0  $49,961  $0  $0  $0  N/A 

Institute for Public Management and 
Community Service  

$113,313  $14,837  $128,150  $308,856  $28,068  $336,924  162.91% 

Institute for Public Opinion Research (IPOR)  $40,868  $7,152  $48,020  $5,273,619  $1,410,937  $6,684,556  13820.36% 
International Forensic Research Institute 
(IFRI)  

$297,308  $107,603  $404,911  $1,222,767  $335,468  $1,558,235  284.83% 

Jack D. Gordon Institute for Public Policy & 
Citizenship Studies 

$3,125,388  $724,385  $3,849,773  $940,698  $77,507  $1,018,205  -73.55% 

Latin American and Caribbean Center (LACC)  $1,965,383  $356,085  $2,321,468  $2,907,808  $54,898  $2,962,706  27.62% 
Metropolitan Center  $1,837,346  $460,844  $2,298,190  $924,214  $283,300  $1,207,514  -47.46% 
Southeast Environmental Research Center 
(SERC)  

$10,757,226  $2,615,183  $13,372,409  $9,403,478  $1,887,169  $11,290,647  -15.57% 

Women’s Study Center  $0  $0  $0  $2,399,968  $566,710  $2,966,678  N/A 

College of Business Administration 
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Table 5:  Comparison of Applications Submitted by Centers, Institutes, Museums 

College/Division 
July 2008 - June 2009 July 2009 - June 2010 % 

change Direct F&A Total Direct F&A Total 
Center for International Business Education & 
Research 

$0  $0  $0  $1,482,075  $117,925  $1,600,000  N/A 

College of Education  

Center for Urban Education and Innovation 
(CUEI) 

$446,388  $53,250  $499,638  $0  $0  $0  N/A 

College of Engineering & Computing 

Center for Diversity in Engineering & 
Computing  

$3,965,162  $49,231  $4,014,393  $5,058,596  $872,037  $5,930,633  47.73% 

Telecommunications & Information 
Technology Institute  

$1,519,920  $386,146  $1,906,066  $0  $0  $0  N/A 

Division of Student Affairs  

Children's Creative Learning Center (CCLC)  $273,341  $21,525  $294,866  $0  $0  $0  N/A 
Disability Research Center (DRC)  $83,300  $14,700  $98,000  $0  $0  $0  N/A 

School of Journalism & Mass Communication  

International Media Center (IMC)  $0  $0  $0  $682,317  $80,959  $763,276  N/A 

UTS  

CIARA: Center for Internet Augmented 
Research  

$10,481,397  $2,880,314  $13,361,711  $8,865,092  $972,739  $9,837,831  -26.37% 

Total $56,053,823  $13,457,844  $69,511,667  $92,311,497  $23,091,555  $115,403,052  66.02% 

Effective F&A rate 24.01% 25.01%  

 
 

 
 

 


