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The National Institutes of Health (NIH) has issued notice NOT-OD-26-084, Reminder — Definition of
Foreign Components, available at https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-26-

084.html, regarding foreign components in NIH funded research.

The NIH indicates that this notice does not introduce new policy but rather reminds researchers of
longstanding existing NIH requirements. It should be noted that although NIH has not changed the
definition of a foreign component, it has intensified scrutiny of international collaborations,
including co-authorship. Transparent and timely disclosure is essential to maintain compliance
and avoid disruptions to NIH funding.

The following key elements of the notice are summarized below but please refer to the notice link
above for full details.

1. Definition of a Foreign Component

NIH confirms that the definition of a foreign component remains unchanged. A foreign
component exists when any significant scientific element or segment of a project is
performed outside the United States, regardless of whether NIH funds are used.

Examples include:

- Research activities conducted at foreign sites (e.g., human subjects, animals)
- Use of foreign facilities, instrumentation, or resources

- Foreign travel for data collection or fieldwork

- Collaborations with foreign investigators expected to result in co-authorship

2. Increased Focus on International Co-Authorship
NIH emphasizes that most foreign co-authorships are considered foreign components and
must be disclosed.

- Even when no funding is provided to the foreign collaborator, disclosure may be
required.
- Limited exceptions may apply when contributions are minor or indirect (e.g.,
provision of a single reagent).
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NIH indicates that researchers are expected to report foreign co-authorship promptly to
their NIH program official once identified.

3. Disclosure and Prior Approval Expectations

NIH reminds all researchers that all foreign components must be fully disclosed in
applications, prior approval requests, and Research Performance Progress Reports
(RPPRs).

- NIH may require prior approval before initiating foreign collaborations—even
without direct funding to foreign entities.

- Undisclosed foreign components may trigger additional review, compliance
actions, or funding restrictions.

4. Alignment with Funding Opportunity Requirements
Researchers must carefully review each Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO):

- Some programs prohibit foreign components entirely
- Projects under such awards should not include foreign collaborations or co-
authorship

5. Publication and Acknowledgment Requirements
NIH reiterates that publications must accurately reflect the specific grant(s) that supported
the work and that:

- Foreign collaborations reflected in publications must be consistent with approved
project scope

- AlL NIH-funded work must properly acknowledge federal funding, including
required attribution statements. Misattribution of funding or failure to disclose
relevant activities may lead to compliance concerns.

As areminder, all investigators are expected to comply with federal Common Form (Biographical
Sketch and Current & Pending/Other Support) requirements by fully disclosing all research-related
activities and collaborations—domestic and foreign—across their entire research portfolio. This
includes federally funded and non-federally funded projects, as well as unfunded or informal
collaborations, foreign affiliations, and any in-kind support.

Consistent with evolving federal research security expectations, investigators need to ensure that
all disclosures are complete, accurate, and aligned across proposals, progress reports, and
publications to avoid potential compliance issues or impacts to funding.

If there are any questions related to foreign components and/or international collaborations,
please reach out to Associate Vice Presidents Robert Gutierrez (gutierrr@fiu.edu) or Dr. Bill
Anderson (andersow@fiu.edu).
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