Tue CONNER BUILDING
3125 CONNER BOULEVARD
TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA 32399-1650

D1vISION OF AGRICULTURAL
ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

(850) 617-7900

FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND CONSUMER SERVICES
COMMISSIONER WILTON SIMPSON

September 1, 2026

RE: Structural Pest Control Research & Education Funding Opportunity/Request for
Proposals

Dear Sir or Madam:

Please forward the attached materials to any researcher who has expressed an interest in applying
to the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services (FDACS) request for proposals
(RFP) for research and education in structural pest control.

The grants to be awarded by FDACS are reviewed by members of the Pest Control Research
Selection Committee (PCRSC). The committee will rank project proposals based on the proposed
project’s priority and significance, concept, impact, research and methods, budget, and
qualifications and track record of the research team. Subsequent to the review process, the PCRSC
will provide FDACS with the recommended proposals for funding and a listing of proposal
rankings. FDACS will determine the overall ranking and the associated expenditure of funding.

By way of process, the PCEAC has identified several structural pest control research and education
priorities for the 2027-2028 funding year. A listing of those priorities is included with this letter,
entitled 2027-2028 Research & Education Funding Priorities. The PCRSC and FDACS will
evaluate proposals in accordance with priorities determined by the PCEAC. All submitted
proposals are considered by the PCRSC.

Also enclosed with this letter is the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services
Pest Control Research & Education Proposal Format Requirements and Selection Process
document. This document provides guidelines for grant applicants as well as instructions and
related items for proposal reviewers. Those submitting proposals for consideration must be aware
that the Department is subject to Public Records Law, Chapter 119, Florida Statutes (F.S.). Any
documents that you submit in response to the attached RFP will be considered public records
subject to disclosure under Chapter 119, F.S. If you assert that any records or documents that you
submit to the Department contain trade secrets as defined by Florida Statutes, Section 8§12.081 or
are otherwise exempt from disclosure under Chapter 119, F.S., pursuant to the provisions of some
other Florida Statutes, you must conspicuously mark each page containing the information you
wish to protect “Trade Secret” or “Confidential” at the time of submission.
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Failure to do this will mean that the documents are not protected from disclosure under Chapter
119, F.S. In the event there is a request for material that you submitted, FDACS will contact you
(at the email address, facsimile number, or postal address you provide) to notify you of the request
and to provide you reasonable time to respond and explain why marked documents should be
protected from disclosure. If it is determined that the documents are exempt from disclosure, the
Department will not disclose them. However, if the documents are determined to not be exempt,
the Department will notify you that the material will be disclosed but will afford you reasonable
time to take legal action to prevent disclosure.

Please make your proposal submission as a .PDF document via email in the format delineated in
the section entitled “Guidelines for Proposal Submission” found in the attached Florida
Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services Research & Education Proposal Format
Requirements and Selection Process document to me at Deborah. Whitley@FDACS.gov.

Proposals must be submitted by close of business no later than January 15, 2027.

Please be advised that our proposal submission format will transition to an online-only system
beginning next year. This change is part of our ongoing efforts to streamline the submission
process, improve record management, and ensure more efficient review procedures. In addition,
we will be transitioning from the use of mailed paper letters to distributing all Requests for
Proposals via email.

If you have any questions or comments, please feel free to contact me by phone at (850) 617-7996
or at the email address listed above. Also, if you would prefer that this announcement or future
announcements of this nature go to another contact on your leadership team (ie. Dean of Research,
Entomology Department Head, etc.), please let me know.

Sincerely,

. Digitally signed by Deborah J Whitley
De bo ra h J Wh Itley Date: 2026.09.02 11:10:08 -04'00'
Deborah J Whitley

Natural Sciences Manager |
Division of Agricultural Environmental Services

Enclosures (2)



2027-2028 Research & Education Funding Priorities

Invasive species/identification
Insecticide resistance/aversion
Update study manuals/guides
Insect identification tools
Online IPM Training

Ongoing Research
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INTRODUCTION

This document provides established procedures and guidance to the Research Selection
Committee (RSC) when reviewing proposals for pest control research and education
submitted by Florida public universities, colleges and other parties. In addition, this
document also provides guidelines for prospective researchers on how to format
proposals for consideration and funding.

Section 482.2401(1), Florida Statutes (F.S.), requires all moneys collected or received by the
Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services (FDACS or Department) under
chapter 482 to be deposited into the Pest Control Trust Fund. Section 482.2401(3), F.S.,
provides FDACS authority to use revenues from administrative fines to support contract
research or education in pest control. If revenues are available to support such research or
education, FDACS shall appoint a committee composed of pest control industry members which
shall make recommendations to FDACS on research or education priorities and in selecting
research or education contracts from qualified bidders.



RESEARCH & EDUCATION PROPOSAL REVIEW AND SELECTION PROCESS

Procedures for Proposal Review:

1) Selection of Committee Membership: The membership of the RSC shall be determined by
FDACS and be based on previous scientific expertise in research, service as a peer reviewer on
research proposals for other agencies, participation in research that has resulted in peer
reviewed publications, and/or sufficient performance of commercial pest control.

a) Consist of 6 to 10 members.

b) A Department Representative will be responsible for guiding the Committee stimulating
discussion, distributing review materials, compiling evaluation scores and communications
with committee members.

2) Responsibilities of the Department Representative (DR):

a) DR will provide instructions to each Committee member as written guidelines on the criteria
to evaluate proposals and a review scoring sheet for each proposal. Committee members
must review each proposal independently.

b) DR requests Committee members with a conflict of interest to submit a brief statement as
to why they recused themselves from evaluating specific proposals for feedback.

3) Initiating the RFP: FDACS initiates the process by sending the following items to state public

universities, colleges and other parties in accordance with the timeline established in Table 1.

a) A formal letter announcing a Request for Proposals (RFP);

b) The Guidelines for Proposal Submission document which contains instructions to principal
investigators (Pls) on the format that must be followed for the proposal to be considered for
support;

c) Alisting of the research and education priority areas as determined by FDACS and the RSC.

NOTE: Principal investigators must provide FDACS with their research and education proposal

via email in .PDF format in accordance with the established deadline (Table 1).

Table 1. Timeline

Date / Deadline! Table 1. Proposed RFP Process Timeline. Procedure Action

July meeting Council discusses, sets Research and Education Priorities for following FY
September 1% Request for project proposals (RFP) sent to institutions (email)
November meeting Presentation on previous FY projects
January 15% Project proposal deadline. All proposals must be submitted to FDACS.
January 31% DR sends proposals for review to RSC members (email)
March 1 RSC independent review deadline. Score sheets sent to DR (email).
March Meeting RSC members discuss and formalize project ranking to make
recommendation to FDACS
April 15t FDACS forwards list of awarded projects to Contract Manager
July 1%t Contracts issued to PI's awarded funding

1 Dates listed in Table 1 are proposed target dates for the actions listed.



4) The Review Process: DR will complete a preliminary review of all proposals submitted, within
the established deadline, to determine they have met all submission requirements. DR sends all
proposals in an email to each Committee member with instructions for conducting reviews.

a) Committee members must use the electronic proposal review form to assign a priority
score, project score, research score, budget score and an overall evaluation score for each
proposal under consideration.

b) The DR will compile the scores for the proposals and provide a spreadsheet of all
Committee member scores for each of the evaluation segments in all reviewed proposals so
that individual scoring can be viewed.

c) Atthe March meeting the DR leads a discussion on the proposal evaluations.

d) Proposal Evaluation: At the meeting, the DR evaluates each grant on an individual basis in
accordance with the criteria listed below:

e DR points out scores for each grant, focusing on clear consensus and agreements.
e DR asks reviewers whose scores are in disagreement with the consensus scores
on any reviewed grant to explain their reasons for the scoring.
e The reviewers discuss the merits of the divergent scores.
e The reviewers are asked to reconsider their scores based on the discussion.
e The DR makes any scoring changes according to the reviewer’s instructions.
e) All proposals will be scored and presented in rank order of their overall average score.

5) FDACS Review and Acceptance of Proposals Recommended for Funding: Subsequent to the
review process, the RSC will provide FDACS with the recommended proposals for funding and a
listing of proposal rankings.

NOTE: To ensure reviewer anonymity, FDACS will eliminate the reviewer’s name from

reviewers’ evaluations, save the evaluation as a .PDF file, and provide the reviews to the

principal investigators submitting the proposal.

a) FDACS will review the recommendations of the RSC for acceptance, denial or amendment of
any of the proposals recommended for funding.

b) FDACS will determine the overall ranking and the associated expenditure of funding.
Budgets will be considered in this process to determine the rankings are the optimal use of
funds.

6) Funding Multiyear Proposals: Consideration for multiyear proposals will be determined based

on the following criteria:

a) The project is considered by the RSC during their review process (Section 4) using RSC
established priorities.

b) The project is within one of the top 3 research and education priorities assigned by the
PCEAC in a funding year.

c) Continuance of funding for a multiyear proposal is dependent on revenues being available
to support such research or education.



GUIDELINES FOR PROPOSAL SUBMISSION

All proposals submitted for consideration must adhere to the following format for proposals.
Research and education proposals will be submitted electronically via email in .PDF format. Word
limits on sections and page limitations are provided as maximum allowed for each section.
Limitations do not apply to tables or figures. Proposal submission must be made in accordance with
the deadline established in Table 1.

Failure to adhere to this format will result in the return of the proposal with no review or
consideration for funding during that review cycle.

PROPOSAL FORMAT

COVER PAGE

Title

Name of PI

Names of Co-Pls

Institutional Affiliations of Pl and Co-Pls
Contact information of Pl and Co-Pls
Mailing address

Email address

Phone number

Page 1
RESEARCH & EDUCATION TOPIC PRIORITIES
List of priorities being met by purposed research or education

ABSTRACT (maximum 350 words)

Page 2

INTRODUCTION (maximum 1200 words)

State the objectives clearly.

State hypotheses that will be tested if appropriate.

State the importance to Florida pest control.

Provide background information with references on the state of the problem and relevant other
research and education that bears on the problem.

Provide references of preliminary work bearing on the problem done by the investigators
demonstrating expertise and ability to accomplish the proposed research and education.

PLAN OF RESEARCH (maximum 2000 words)

State the plan of research.

Provide materials and methods to be used.

Provide how data will be analyzed and the statistical approaches if appropriate.
Justify that objectives will be met using the plan.

Summarize any potential pitfalls and how these will be addressed.

LITERATURE CITED (maximum 2 pages)
COST ANALYSIS (maximum 1 page)



Budget for projects must follow the FDACS Sample Cost Analysis Budget Form on page 8 below. If
submitting a multi-year project, include an additional column assigning cost for each cost element.

ENVIRONMENT (maximum 1 page)
Briefly describe organizational structure, available equipment, collaborations, space, etc. already in
place in the parent institution that will be available for use in the project.

CVs OF PI AND CO-PIS (maximum 1 page each)

Name

Position title

Affiliation

Highest degree (degree, date awarded, institution)

Current and pending extramural support

Project title, role, dates, total cost, objectives, link (if any) to current proposal

Previous Publications (give career total of peer reviewed publications)
List 5 most recent publications relevant to the proposal.

Previous FDACS funding and resulting publications
List previous FDACS funding (as Pl or Co-Pl) during the last 5 years and include all peer reviewed
publications resulting from each project.

LETTER(S) OF COLLABORATION
Must be on collaborating organization’s letterhead



Sample Cost Analysis Budget Form

Contractor University name

Proposal Title Project title

Period of Service To be determined upon contract execution

Total amount funded Effort/Time Amount allocated to
Budget by the Contractor percentage allocated | conduct this project
(i.e., university) to this project only by FDACS
Salaries @
Dr. Hollywood, PI $85,000 5% $4,250
TBD Biologist $61,286 14% $8,580
Dr. California, Co-PI SO 1% SO
TBD Graduate Student $9,960 100% $9,960
TBD Post Doc $42,263 8% $3,381
Fringe Benefits )
Dr. Hollywood, PI $24,310 5% $1,216
TBD Biologist $17,528 14% $2,454
Dr. California, Co-PI S0 1% SO
TBD Graduate Student $1,594 100% $1,594
TBD Post Doc $12,087 8% $967
Equipment ¢
5 Microscopes S0 100% $10,000
Travel 9
UF - USDA Campus S0 100% $6000
Miscellaneous ¢
Lab supplies S0 100% $15,500
Computer supplies S0 100% $4,000
Contractual services S0 100% $7,500
. 9

Indirect cost / overhead 100% 47,590
TOTAL CONTRACT VALUE $83,492

The proposed budget must be broken down by the following cost elements; salaries, fringe
benefits, equipment, utilities, travel, miscellaneous and indirect cost/overhead.

Cost Elements
a) Salaries: List each proposed position that will perform the tasks needed to complete this
project. For each position, the total salary should be indicated as should the percent of salary
requested from this project budget.

b) Fringe Benefits: List each proposed position that will perform the tasks needed to complete
this project. For each position, the total value of fringe benefits should be indicated. Then,
indicate the value and percentage of the fringe benefit that is contributed from this contract.

c) Equipment: List each proposed piece of equipment to be purchased from monies from this
contract (i.e., computers, microscopes, etc.).

d) Travel: List each proposed meeting, travel destinations, etc. the contractor will request
reimbursement for as part of this project.

e) Miscellaneous: List each proposed item the contractor will request reimbursement for (i.e., lab
supplies, computer supplies, contractual service, etc.).

f) Indirect Cost/Admin Overhead: These costs have already been negotiated (i.e. 5% or 10%).







